Declaration of Independence

Personal Project

The “Declaration of Independence” is the most important document in United States history as it for the first time declared our independence as a UNITED unit and began the fight for our freedom from Great Britain.It contains 4 parts: the preamble (introduction), the basic human rights, the wrong doings of Britain, and the declaring of independence of the colonies as the new United States of America.

Haven't we all wanted to declare our “independence” from a group at one time or another?  I know I have.  For fun, this homework allows you “to pretend” to declare your independence from a group of your choice.  You must follow the format of the original Declaration of Independence, but within the format allow yourself some creativity and stress/frustration release.  After all, the original Declaration of Independence allowed the colonists to release a lot of pent up frustration and anger toward Britain.

See the example at the back of this page for formatting and examples of ideas.  Also, use the original Declaration of Independence in your SS book (pages 590-593) for ideas and format.

Your homework must include:

1. Title of your document:  see example for typing instructions—just change to your name  (5 points)

2. An introduction/preamble to your Declaration of Independence.  Limit to 3-4 sentences. See example.  10 points

3. A paragraph declaring your right to human rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  Limit to 3-4 sentences.  See example 10 points

4. A paragraph declaring the WRONGS of the group that you want to seek independence from.  After an introduction sentence, you can bullet the wrongs done to you.  You should have no more than 8 bullets.  See example. 10 points.

5. A paragraph declaring your independence from this group, what you're declaring your new independence (give a name to it) and describe what it will involve.  See example. 10 points.

Your Declaration of Independence MUST be typed as directed and brought  to class as a hard copy (already printed).  DO NOT e-mail to your instructor.  LATE papers will receive a phone call home and an arrangement will be made with your parents as to when you'll be making it up.  Late papers lose 10 points per day—none accepted after 2 days.  

Tina Sharkey's

Declaration of Independence


There are times in your life when you just can't take the injustices done to you as a human being and you wish to separate yourself from the group who is treating you wrongly.  You can no longer take the frustration and sadness this group makes you feel, and would rather break away and live your life alone or with a new group.


All members of a family should be fairly treated and do equal amounts of work.  A family should not take advantage of any one member of that family without their consent or approval.  My happiness as a person should come before my “job” as a mother.  I have feelings too.   I have patiently suffered the misuse of my family members, but I will take it no more.


My family, husband Mike and my 3 children Grace, Michele, and Joe, has treated me disrespectfully and unfairly.  The wrongs they have done to me include:

· They have not picked up their dishes or put them in the dishwasher when asked repeatedly.

· They have not done their own laundry despite knowing how.

· They have not picked up their wet towels from the bathroom floors despite being reminded to.

· They do not wipe up the kitchen counters after they cook or make lunches despite being reminded to.

· They “borrow” my clothing without being asked even after they've been told NO.

· They “borrow” money from my purse without asking and then fail to tell me they've borrowed it.

· They expect me to cook all the dinners on Sunday despite my hectic schedule.  Often they've spent 4-8 hours watching TV or playing video games, and still haven't helped.

· They do not contribute to Saturday cleaning days equally with myself.  Nor do they ask how they could help me.


I, therefore, declare myself, my own official country of Tinaville.  I separate myself from the Sharkey family on Saturday, November 26th, 2011, as a free independent woman.  On this date I will relax doing something I want to do, and will not clean or help my family in anyway.  I am on my own doing something that makes me happy.

