Informational Text Features

	Feature
	Purpose

	appendix
	Provides additional references and information

	bibliography/  recommendations for further reading
	To show where information was obtained and where further information can be found

	borders
	To make the page more appealing and structured

	captions
	To better understand a picture or photograph

	charts/tables
	To display important data or information

	close-ups
	To view details

	comparisons
	To understand one thing by comparing it to something else

	cutaways/cross-section drawings
	To understand something by looking at it from the inside

	diagrams
	To show something with labels 

	glossary
	To provide definitions of certain words in the text

	headings
	To show organization of the information and to provide information about what is in the section of text that follows

	illustrations
	To provide an image to make the meaning of the text clearer

	index
	To show where information can be found in the text

	insets
	Appears within the text, and provides additional information about the text or an important statement from the text

	labels
	To identify a picture or photograph

	maps
	To understand where things are in the world

	overlays
	To show the interaction of two different things

	photographs
	To understand exactly what something looks like

	sidebars
	Appears on the side of a page, and provides additional information about the text or a summary of the text

	table of contents
	Shows the organization of the entire book

	timelines
	To show when events happened in relation to other events

	types of print

(bold, italic, etc)
	Signals “Look at me! I'm important”


