8th Grade Language Arts Information

Mrs. Sharkey’s Class

Welcome to my class!

I’d like to introduce myself, my name is Tina Sharkey and I’ve taught in DeWitt for 32 years.  I am beginning my 18th year at the middle school level, and will be teaching 8th grade language arts.  I have three children and have lived in DeWitt for 18 years.

Language Arts is an integrated curriculum of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Students will be reading and writing in a variety of genre. Among the genre studied this year are historical fiction, realistic fiction, and non-fiction. 





Important Information

Grades

All assignments will be given a point value.  The more important the task (tests, quizzes, written pieces, etc.) the higher the point value.  Students will be informed the point value prior to each assignment.  The grades are split into 2 categories according to the difficulty and curriculum objectives.  90% of their grade is Medium/Large assignments of assessment (essays, Mini-Book Reviews, tests, etc.) 10% of their grade is homework/classroom work. Student progress will be posted on INFINITE CAMPUS, and I recommend as 8th graders that your child check their grades on the Internet at least once a week to see their progress.  If you are concerned about your child’s academics, please contact me at any time at the phone number or e-mail address given at the end of this letter.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST WEEK OF THE MARKING PERIOD OR AFTER THE MARKING PERIOD IS OVER.  

Class Work Information

All assignments are posted daily in the classroom and should be written in your child’s assignment book. Due dates are always posted with the assignments.  It is your child’s responsibility to write it in their assignment book, and return it on time.  No late work will be accepted more than 2 days from the due date.

Small assignments that we go over in class the next day—become a zero under the homework section in Infinite Campus.  Generally small point value, BUT add up to 10% of their overall grade.


Medium/Large assignments (projects, essays, etc.)—student will have until BEFORE SEMINAR the NEXT day to turn in for 85% of the graded value.  If not turned in the next day, the student will be referred to the Academic Success Center to complete with teacher/parent contract  made by student/or teacher.  Up to 80% of the graded value will be rewarded depending on when student attends Academic Success Center for support.
  If your child is absent on a large test/evaluation day they should count on making it up before or after school or in the Student Success Center.
Texts

We will be using the textbook Literature and Language in class.  We will also be reading numerous paperback novels as both a whole group and in small literacy circles.  Students are responsible for these books when they go home and will have to pay for any lost materials.

Independent Reading
Students are required to read 2 selections outside of the classroom each marking period.  The reading can be ANY kind of book, magazines, and newspapers.  This counts as 10% of their grade under the 90% category.  To show that they have read, students will complete a Mini-Book Review to show their comprehension and critical thinking. One Mini-Book Review will be due the 6th week of trimester and the second Mini-Book Review is due the 11th week of the trimester.  Students CAN complete them early.  I ENCOURAGE you to set aside some time each day for your child to read.  
Make-up Work

Students will be responsible for getting the assignments they miss by checking with the teacher and other students within the classroom.  All make-up work must be turned in with the date originally due written on it as well as the day they turned it in.  Make-up work is due the next class period after they return.  Vacation work is due the day the student returns to the class from vacation.  Vacation work needs to be asked for one week prior to leaving for vacation to receive full credit.  To prepare for HIGH SCHOOL, I ask that students come to see me immediately when they return to school for assignments so they don't have double the homework due.  The best time to see me is prior to school from 7:15-7:35 a.m.

Supplies Needed for Language Arts

Your child will need these supplies by the end of the first week of school (if possible):

· 2-pocket folder (labeled Language Arts)

· pencils (1-2)  Must always have a workable pencil in class

· 1 pack of 3”x5” Post It notes (used for lit. circles and editing)

Classroom Behavior

Students are to behave according to the behavior codes for DeWitt Middle School and our Gold Team Social Contract to be made as a team that will be posted in the classroom.
Online Information

I have created a website for my language arts classes.  It will have most of our assignments on it to reprint at home if lost or forgotten.  Additionally, a weekly calendar and what’s coming up will be on it.  The website is sharkeydewitt.weebly.com or going through dmsgoldteam8.weebly.com and it is open access to anyone.  There may be times homework is given at the last moment and it is not posted on the website.  For examples—one class finished and the other didn’t or an individual misused class time and only they have homework.

Teacher Contact

Feel free to contact me by phone (668-3262) or by e-mail Sharkeyt@dewittschools.net .  I will get back with you as soon as possible during my plan time or after school. I have 6th hour plan. I can make appointments generally after school or during my plan.  

I look forward to working with your child and you this year.  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Tina L. Sharkey





P.S.  Please sign this letter and have your child return it to ELA class for 10 points by Thursday, August 28th.  It will be returned immediately for your child's LA folder to be referred to all school year.

