What were the precedents that Washington established as the first president of the United States?


Washington's presidency set many precedents, or examples to follow, for the future American presidents.  He was aware that he was setting an example to be followed, and he acted carefully.  First, he established the position of president as a position to be respected, not worship or revere.  He was to be addressed simply as “Mr. President,” not as Highness.  He clearly distinguished his role as president, not king.  He did not want people to bow to him, and he did not want to serve forever like a king.  One important precedent he set was only serving 2 terms before leaving office.


A major precedent set by Washington was the manner he chose his cabinet.  He established a cabinet of well-known, experienced men to serve as his advisers and run important departments.  When choosing, he also selected some people who differed from him politically.  Thomas Jefferson, for example, was an Anti-Federalist who supported smaller government.  


Washington was careful to abide by the Constitution and worked with Congress in order to begin developing the new republic.  

