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“The Diary of Anne Frank” play was a work of historical fiction in which 8 people are confined in a miniscule attic for over 2 years.  The families enter the attic in July 1942 where they are subjected to a lack of food and supplies, and the fear that they will be found.  Anne Frank and her family, the Van Daan family, and Dr. Dussel are apprehended by the Nazis in June 1944, and sent to concentration camps where all of them perish except Mr. Frank.  Throughout their time in hiding, Mr. VanDaan and Mrs. VanDaan went through the most significant changes in their relationship.


The VanDaans enter the attic in Act 1, Scene 2, on page 499, and immediately show their desperate, self-centered relationship.  Unlike the Franks, the VanDaans selfishly bring many possessions that could put not only their family in danger, but the Franks as well.  On page 498, it describes Mrs. VanDaan wearing a fur coat and carrying a hat box which would be a dead give-a-way to the Nazis that she is running away since it occurs in JULY of 1942 which is much too hot for a fur coat.  As a couple they also allow Peter to bring his cat in a carrier.  On page 501, Anne says, “A cat?” showing her shock that the VanDaan family brought a cat endangering everyone when she herself was not allowed to bring her own cat.


It only takes the VanDaans several months to change feelings or behaviors toward each other in the attic.  In Act 2, Scene 1, page 544, the VanDaans selfishness rises to a more hostile, violent relationship.  During this scene, Mr. VanDaan grabs Mrs. VanDaan’s prize fur coat which was given to her by her now dead father, and gives it to Miep to sell for cigarettes!  Mrs. VanDaan kneels in front of him pleading for her coat and states “My father gave me that! You hear? It’s mine.” But, Mr. VanDaan seemingly uncaring pulls it from her forcefully even though she’s sobbing on the floor.   

In 1944, during Act 2, Scene 4, page 564, the VanDaans explode again in anger when they are tensely waiting for the Nazis to find them.  At this point, their verbal combat is openly negative. Mrs. VanDaan says to her husband, “I think you’d be glad if I did! I think you want me to die!”  To which Mr. VanDaan responds, “Whose fault is it we’re here?” and puts the blame for their prospective deaths on his wife.  Ironically, as the couple is found by the Nazis on page 565, Mr. VanDaan gently helps his wife to a chair as she whimpers in fear.

Through their confinement of 2 and a half years, the VanDaans show a complicated spouse relationship.  The couple always irritates each other and remains selfish in their ways, but over time become more violent and openly negative in their comments, and yet at the moment their worst fears come true—show compassion and love toward each other.  
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