In the summer of
1804, Vice President
Aaron Burr .
challenged
Alexander Hamilton
to a duel. To this day,
no one knows who

fired the first shot.

T By Vistor Landaire 4

magine Vice President Dick
Cheney and Senator Joseph
Lieberman debatng on the
Senate floor. The debate be-
comes heated, and tempers flaze.
Finally, one man challenges the
other to a duel. Both step outside,
" load their pistols, and await the
command to fire. :
Until the mid-1800s, duels, or
“affairs of honor,” were common,
They arose from disputes, false
clairps, and insults. Men issued
such challenges as a way to restore
personal honor.
~ OnJuly 11, 1804, U.S, Vice

President Aaron Burr and Alexander
Hamilton, a former delegate to the
Constiturional Convention, faced
off in an infamous (notorous} duel.

By the next day, a bullet had ended

_the life of one man and tarnished

the reputation of the other.

fireat Statesmen
Aaron Buur, a Revolutionary
War officer, served as 1.5, Vice
President {1801-1805) under Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson. Alexander
Hamilton, the nation’s first Secre-

rary of the Treasury, had also distin- .

guished himself as a lawyer and an

adviser to George Washington.
Both men rivaled each other in

“service and political ambition.

They were also bitter enemies.

In 1800, Hamilron proteswed
Burr's ambition to become Vice Pres-
ident. “Mr. Burr is determined . . . wo
climb to the highest honors of the
[government],” Hamileon wroee to a
friend. “He is bold, enterprising, and
intriguning [scheming], and T feel it is
a religious duty to oppose his career.”

In the electton, Jefferson ran for
President and Burr for Vice Presi-
dent on the Democraric-Republican
ticket. Back then, voting procedures
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