Constitution Test Study Guide

The test will have 2 parts

Part 1—matching, fill in the blank, multiple choice, and true/false statements.

· To study for this review ALL your warm-up quizzes, all your worksheets done in class, and your flashcards of vocabulary.  BEST WAY TO STUDY-Have another person or work as a group quizzing you on these items.  Don't memorize the answers as the questions/choices have been scrambled.

· For True/False Explain—go over practice examples we went through in class.  You’ll need 2 facts of support for each one.
Part 2-Essays (10 points each)

A.  What philosophical ideas helped shape the Constitution?  In other words, why did the forefathers put in it what they did?  Need to give 2-3 influences on the content of the Constitution and why it was put in there.

Ideas to Draw On

· Experiences the colonists had with England or English Law

· Philosophers/Philosophies from the Enlightenment (Locke, Hobbes, Montesquieu)

· Parts used or philosophies taken from past government documents (Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact, Articles of Confederation)

· Ideas can be found in Ch. 7, Section 3 notesheet, Venn Diagram of Enlightenment philosophers, and European Influences worksheets). Also, think of the misdeeds in My Brother Sam is Dead and The Witch of Blackbird Pond that the colonists didn't like and amendments were put in to the Bills of Rights to make sure these misdeeds didn't happen again.

B.  Be able to describe how the systems of Checks and Balances and Separation of Powers are set-up and how they work to limit the power of government over the people.

· Use your homework assignments we did on these 2 systems 

· Your book sections that refer to these 2 systems

C. Know the difference between Federalists and Anti-Federalists.  Be able to describe what each side believed.  Use your note sheet on these 2 groups as well as the quiz that had a question on these 2 groups.  Do not just say the opposite and think of these areas—national strength vs state strength, how each side felt about the presidential position, and how each felt about needing a Bill of Rights.

D. Be able to describe how the Bill of Rights has or could affect your life or other family members.  Be able to state specific amendments that are important to you or could be important to you (be able to name their number).  You should be able to use TWO amendments and explain their use or importance.

Example:  My cousin Joe (not his real name) was arrested for drunk driving in Clinton County, but because Amendment 6 was allowed a trial in Clinton County within a year's time and he was able to call witnesses to his defense.  Prior to the Bill of Rights, it would have been his word vs the police and the trial could have been done in one week and he wouldn't have had time to get his case together.  As well, Amendment 8, gave him a reasonable bond.  It was based on his income at the time and what kind of danger he was to society.  He did have to take a breath test every day and was not allowed to drive until after his trial.  PS He was found guilty, but his trial was fair.

Study Options

1. Study Session after school Monday, December 16th, 2:45-3:45 pm

2. See Mrs. Sharkey during seminar on Tuesday, December 17th for questions or before school that day.

3. Practice essays sent by Gapps e-mail to Mrs. Sharkey to review.  The latest you can send is Tuesday, Dec. 17th by 6 p.m.  
4. Practice with friends or study buddies.

5. IF YOU DO NOT DO ANY OF THE TOP 3 OPTIONS, a re-take is not an option for you.
