“Call of the Wild” 

Chapter 6 Study Guide

New Vocabulary

adoration (54)


impede (60)

ecstasy (54)



Bonanza King (62)

caress (55)



bluff (62)

transient (56)


appalled (62)

peremptorily (57)


conjuration (64)

luring (57)



mandate (56)

provocation (59)

Review Vocabulary

loafing (54)



eddy (57)

manifested (54)


instinctively (58)

feigned (55)



descent (59)

cunning (56)



virility (63)

antagonist (56)

primordial (56)

Symbolism (For all of these—where would humans be like this or do these acts?)--Don't summarize what Buck did!

· Skeet

· Nig

· Kind of love Buck has toward John Thornton on bottom pg. 54-top 55, give 3-4 quotes from text to support

· “Buck knew no greater joy than the rough embrace....” pg. 55

· “Buck had a trick of love expression that was akin to hurt” pg. 55

· “his heart shining out of his eyes as Buck's heart shown out” pg 55

· “Buck did not like Thornton to get out of his sight.” and “had bred a fear that no master could be permanent.” and “Thornton would pass out of his life” and “creep through the chill to the flap of the tent, where he would stand and listen to the sound of his master's breathing”--How has Buck's love changed from page 54 to page 56?  Why?

· “Kill or be killed, eat or be eaten, was the law; and this mandate, down out of the depths of Time, he obeyed” page 56

· “a call was sounding...he knew not where or why; nor did he wonder where or why, the call sounding imperiously, deep in the forest”--what is REALLY calling to Buck?--pg 57

· “Nothing was too great for Buck to do”, “a thoughtless whim...he commanded...No, it is splendid, and it is terrible too.  Do you know, it sometimes makes me afraid”--How has Buck love for Thornton changed again on page 58?

· What act did Buck perform on pages 59-61?  More importantly, why did he do it?  What does it show?  Where do real humans do this?

· “warm blood creeping up his face. His tongue had tricked him”, “to face the absent way of a man who has lost the power of thought and is seeking somewhere to find the thing that will start it going again”--What did Thornton do on page 62?  Why did he do it? Where have you seen other humans do?

· “as you love me, Buck. As you love me”--What feat did Buck perform on pages 63-65? How was he able to accomplish the feat?  See quote—where have you seen this with humans?

