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Hobbes and Locke During the 16005, these
political changes sparked: a great deal of
thought and debte abaut the purpose of gov-
ernment. Two major English thinkers—Thomas
Hobbes (HAHBZ) and John Locke—developed.
very different ideas about how Englend’s gov-
emment should work.

In his book, Leviashan, Hobbes argued that
absolute monarchy was the best form of gov-
ernment. According to Hobbes, humans were
naturally sekfish and violent. They could not be
trusted to make decisions on their own. Left to
themselves, people would make life "nasty,
brutish, and short ” Therefore, Hobbes said,
they needed to obey a government that had the
power of a leviathan, or sea monster. To
Fiobbes, that meant the rule of 2 king, because
only a strong ruler could give people direction.

Another English thinker, John Locke,
thought differently. He affirmed citizens’ rights
and stated that government was answerable to
the people. In 1690 he explained many of the
ideas of the Glorious Revolution in a book
called Tevo Treatises of Ciil Government. Locke
stated that government should be based on nat-
wrel law. This law, said Locke, gave all people
from tneir birth certain natural rights. Among
them were the right to life, the right to liberty,
and the right to own property:

Locke bélieved that the purpose of govern-|
ment was to protect these rights. All govern-

ments, he said, were based on a social contrac,

or an agreement between rulers and the people.
I rider took away people’s natural rights, the
people had a right to revolt and set up a new
government. .





image3.png




