8th Grade Social Studies Information

Mrs. Sharkey’s Class

Welcome to my class!

I’d like to introduce myself, although some of you may have had me as a teacher before.  My name is Tina Sharkey and I’ve taught in DeWitt for 30 years.  I am beginning my 16th year at the junior high level, and will be teaching 8th grade ELA and U.S. History.  I have three children and have lived in DeWitt for 15 years.

8th grade Social Studies is United States history from colonization to the reconstruction period of the Civil War.  We will do a very quick review of important information learned in 5th grade U.S. History and then lead up to 10th grade U.S. History.  We will be using an integrated approach to U.S. History with reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  There will be a lot of reading and writing in our class.  There will be reading assigned every class period either from classroom materials or historical fiction novels. Reviewing your notes daily and keeping up on reading deadlines is very important to your success in this class.





Important Information

Grades

All assignments will be given a point value.  The more important the task (tests, quizzes, written pieces, etc.) the higher the point value.  Students will be informed the point value prior to each assignment.  The grades are split into 3 categories according to the difficulty and curriculum objectives.  Student progress will be posted on INFINITE CAMPUS, and I recommend as 8th graders that your child check their grades on the Internet at least once a week to see their progress.  If you are concerned about your child’s academics, please contact me at any time at the phone number or e-mail address given at the end of this letter.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST WEEK OF THE MARKING PERIOD OR AFTER THE MARKING PERIOD IS OVER.  

Class Work Information

All assignments are posted daily in the classroom and should be written in your child’s planner. Due dates are always posted with the assignments.  It is your child’s responsibility to write it in their planner, and return it on time.  A note will also be made in your child's Infinite Campus account with a grade reduction.  No homework will be accepted more than 2 days from the due date.

Small assignments due the next day:  If not done, become a zero as these are reviewed that day in class.  This is 10% of your grade.  If a student misses more than 2 homework assignments in a row, a phone call by student/or teacher will be made to contact parent about use of Academic Success Center to make-up work/receive support.

Larger assignments (projects/essays, etc.):  Student will have until the next day BEFORE SEMINAR to turn in for 85% of graded value.  If not returned the next day, a parent phone call by teacher/student will be made to make up work in the Academic Success Center for up to 70% of graded value.  What percent the student receives will be based on how quickly they complete in the ASC.  
Texts

We will be using a textbook in class American Nation (which each student will receive) and numerous printed/online materials.  We will also be reading multiple paperback novels in small literacy circles and as homework.  Students are responsible for these books when they go home and will have to pay for any lost materials.  Many of the novels are on CDs/flashdrives in our library—first come, first serve basis. Last year a lot of students also ordered the books on their personal computerized reading tools. I will strongly advise the students to form study groups for reading/writing as it makes the reading more fun and holds them even more firmly to deadlines.  Historical novel writing journal entries count towards 20% of the overall grade.
Make-up Work

Students will be responsible for getting the assignments they miss by checking with the teacher and other students within the classroom.  All make-up work must be turned in with the date originally due written on it as well as the day they turned it in.  Make-up work is due the next class period after they return.  Vacation work is due the day the student returns to the class from vacation.  Vacation work needs to be asked for one week prior to leaving for vacation to receive full credit.  To prepare for HIGH SCHOOL, I ask that students come to see me immediately when they return to school for assignments so they don't have double the homework due.  The best time to see me is prior to school from 7:15-7:30 a.m.

Supplies Needed for Social Studies

Your child will need these supplies by our next class session (if possible):

· 2-pocket folder (labeled Social Studies)

· pencils (1-2)  Must always have a workable pencil in class

· 1 pack of 3”x5” Post It notes (used for note-taking)
Classroom Behavior

Students are to behave according to the behavior codes for DeWitt Junior High.  Students will receive 1 pass per trimester to leave the room for materials/bathroom, etc.  If pass not used in trimester, it counts for extra credit points. Students will be making a social contract during the first week.  We will write our social contract the first 4 days of class.  Additionally, cell phones will be placed in a basket upon entering class (building policy).  If cell phone misuse occurs, students will receive 1 warning, and thereafter phones will be turned into the office.
Online Information

I have created a website for my history classes.  It will have most of our assignments on it to reprint at home if lost or forgotten.  Additionally, a weekly calendar and what’s coming up will be on it.  The website is sharkeydewitt.weebly.com and it is open access to anyone.  There may be times homework is given at the last moment and it is not posted on the website.  For example—one class finished and the other didn’t or an individual misused class time and only they have homework.  Additionally, if your child needs help in the evenings, PLEASE have them e-mail me immediately to assist them.  I am generally back to them quickly (up to 8:30 p.m.) or see me before or after school for support.
Teacher Contact

Feel free to contact me by phone (668-3262) or by e-mail Sharkeyt@dewittschools.net .  I will get back with you as soon as possible during my plan time or after school. I can make appointments generally after school or during my plan.  

I look forward to working with your child and you this year.  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Tina L. Sharkey





P.S.  Please sign this letter and have your child return it to our next class session for 10 points.  It will be returned immediately for your child's SS folder to be referred to all school year.

